Incidence of dehiscences in the fallopian canal.
Fifty human temporal bones from necropsies were used to study the frequency of canal dehiscences in detail along the course of the facial nerve. Specifically, the study focused on bony dehiscences in the fallopian canal and vascular communications between the facial nerve and the surrounding bone. High frequency of dehiscences at the oval window (60%) and in the pyramidal segment (54%) were found. These dehiscence rates are in agreement with published reports. A 20% rate of dehiscences at the most anterior segment of the tympanic segment was noted and a non-reported high rate (20%) of multiple dehiscences along the course of the fallopian canal in the same temporal bone in specimens of newborns and young children. The significance of these findings in terms of clinical implications is discussed.